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Nadleh and Stella Hereditary Leaders Proclaim First 
Aboriginal Water Management Regime 

Opportunities for Collaborative Water Management 
for all levels of Government 

 
(Coast Salish Territory / Vancouver BC – March 30, 2016) The Yinka Dene ‘uza’hné from 
Nadleh Whut’en and Stellat’en have enacted a water management regime for the 
regulation of the surface waters throughout the whole of their Territories. This regime 
comprises the Yinka Dene ‘Uza’hné Surface Water Management Policy and Yinka Dene 
‘Uza’hné Guide to Surface Water Quality Standards. 
 
QUOTE 1 -- “Our policy will protect the water quality and flow of our rivers, lakes, streams, 
creeks, and everything they touch and give life to, including the land, animals, air, plants 
and humankind,” said Yutunayeh (George George Sr.). “It was developed to fulfill our 
inherent obligations as Yinka Dene to look after our waters and to respond to the ongoing 
impacts to our waters. All outside users of our surface waters will be required to meet our 
surface water quality standards and guidelines including existing projects, proposed 
projects and all decisions related to such projects must comply.” 
 
Yinka Dene laws have governed the collective Territories for thousands of years. Members 
of the Nadleh Whut’en and Stellat’en are affiliated with clans that include hereditary 
leaders, known as ‘uza’hné , who are responsible for land and resource management 
territories known as keyah associated with extended family units. The primary institution 
for governing keyah and clans is through the potlatch system of governance known as 
bahlats. 
 
QUOTE 2 --  “Our policy is an expression of our living governance and laws,” declared 
Dzih Bhen (Tannis Reynolds). “The health of surface waters throughout our Territories, 
and the life they sustain, are of fundamental importance to our continued enjoyment of our 
inherent Aboriginal title and rights. We will protect the quality of our surface waters by 
setting higher standards than the Province of British Columbia, and ensure that any 
impacts are addressed for the benefit of our members and future generations.” 
 
In addition to meeting higher water quality standards, any impacts to surface waters will be 
addressed in the implementation of the policy on a project-by-project basis. Assessing and 
repairing existing damages to water quality will be required. For approved projects that 
comply with the policy, economic accommodation of impacts through instruments such as 
revenue sharing agreements, impact management and benefits agreements and/or project 
equity arrangements will also be required. Consent will be required for all decisions 
affecting rivers, lakes, streams and creeks. Agreement to be bound by and follow the 
policy is a necessary part of seeking consent of the Nadleh Whut’en and Stellat’en. 
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QUOTE 3 -- Nadleh Whut’en elected Chief Martin Louie stated in closing, “Our ‘uza’hné 
have spoken and we have received clear direction that any governments or companies 
proposing economic development in our Territories must follow the laws of the Yinka Dene 
which protect our entire environment including water, air and land.  This is an opportunity 
for the Province of British Columbia to collaborate with us to implement real environmental 
protection for the benefit of all. We believe our policy is a fair and balanced approach 
offering a much-needed shift in water management, and could eventually be a successful 
model to be used in other territories as a stepping stone for future environmental policy 
development throughout our respective territories.” 
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